
 

   

Chatter From the Corner 

November, 2011 Advent Edition 

The  

Magic, 

Mystery 

And Miracle  

of God with us:  Emmanuel! 

Upcoming Worship: 

November 27th 10:30 am 

 Advent 1 "Hope" with Communion 

 

December 4th 10:30 am 

 Advent 2 "Peace" 

 
December 11th 10:30 am 

 Advent 3 "Joy" White Gift Sunday 

 

December 18th 10:30 am  

 Advent 4 "Love" with Lessons and Carols 

 4:00 pm  

 Christmas Prayer Service, in the Chapel 

 

December 24th 7:00 pm  

 Traditional Family Christmas Eve. Service 

with Candlelight 

 10:00 pm  

 Communion and Candlelight Service 

 

December 25th 10:30 am 

 Christmas Morning with Cider and 

Christmas Cake in the Sanctuary 
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The first of Advent - Hope 

A few years ago while reading “Beyond the Pillars ", I came across the 

following quotation ascribed to Elrinne de Grellet, 1773 - 1855.  "I shall pass 

through this world but once; any good thing that I can do or any kindness I can 

show, let me do it now, let me not defer it or neglect it, for I shall not pass 

this way again.” 

This message is as relevant today as it was when penned over a century and a 

half ago. It is important to incorporate this into our daily activities. 

Monthly meetings of Council are held on the third Tuesday of each month 

(except July and August) at 7:00pm.  Changes are announced in the church 

bulletin.  Council meeting minutes and financial reports are posted on the 

bulletin board outside the church office.  Members of the congregation are 

welcome to attend. 

I take this opportunity on behalf of Council to wish you and yours the very 

best at this joyous time of year. 

Blessings  

Fred Williams, Chair 
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From the Treasurer:  We will 

accept givings for 2011 until 4 p.m. on 

Friday, December 30.  If the office is 

closed, envelopes can be dropped 

through the mail slot in the exterior 

door on Church Street.  There is a 

locked box attached to the interior of 

that door.  The Treasurer will check 

the mail box regularly. 
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For me, the season of Advent to 

Christmas morning is such a magical 

journey!  It begins when I notice the 

first set of colourful lights aglow as 

darkness of the day enters.  Lights like 

star light shining all aglitter with a 

magical aura.  I am reminded of the 
star that the Magi followed to find the 

Christ Child.  It is this light filled 

wonder that invites me to journey 

anew in the midst of the darkness of 

life, to experience once again the 

magic, mystery, and miracle of God 

with us:  Emmanuel. 

And in so doing while planning for the 

worship services for this season, I find 

myself rather in shock upon reading 

the Gospel lesson in Mark 13:24-37 

where Jesus utters some rather dark 

warnings. It is peace and light I would 

rather read about, Jesus!  Yet Jesus 

confronts us with these 

uncomfortable things: suffering and 

pain, darkened sun that reminds us of 

the hard edge of our human condition.  

Oh, we would rather sing Silent Night, 

Holy Night, and Joy to the World 

rather than begin our journey in the 

reality of life itself.  Yet it is in the 

midst of the stuff of life that Jesus calls 

us to be alert, ready, for it is there 

that we will meet the magic, mystery, 

miracle of God with us: Emmanuel.  

As a family of faith, we journey 

together in the harsh reality of the 

darkness in our lives: in our pain and 

sorrow, while holding one another in 
prayer; clasping hands around the 

bedside of a dying loved one, healing 

tears flow; reaching out in caring 

compassion to a friend who is on 

dialysis; being the presence of love 

with family/friend fighting for their life 

with cancer; cradling one another in 

stories of joy lived; singing songs of 

faith to strengthen, words of scripture 

to comfort: for it is when we hold one 

another in such times as these we 

meet anew the magic, mystery, 

miracle of God with us: Emmanuel. 

As a community of faith, the rhythm of 

our spirit knows the depth of sorrow 

and the height of joy: as we have 
delighted in the baptism of child who 

was eager to begin to read the bible 

given, reminisced with four 

generations present upon the baptism 

of a baby, and rejoiced with a couple 

upon witnessing to their love in 

wedding vows spoken during a 

morning worship service. Our faith is 

the knowing that we are not alone, 

that we do hold one another in that 

sacred space of God’s loving care and 

embrace; the promise of God coming 

to us as a vulnerable babe in a manger, 

right in the midst of our human 

condition.   

“Come, O Come Emmanuel”: is about 
our transformation in the coming!   

O Come and hear and see the story 

unfold, the story of God’s love.  May 

the many Blessings of Goodness be 

yours during this Advent Season on 

your journey into Christmas Morn.   

Blessings of Good Tidings,  

Rev. Johanna 

Rev. Johanna’s Magic of Christmas!! 
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Advent?  Already?  That means Christmas is just around the corner.  Ah, Christmas.  I think of all the 

traditions: the decorations (I’ve already seen some houses decked out, and it’s not even Remembrance Day 

yet…. far too early in my opinion); family gatherings; and, of course, the food.  Memories of snowball cookies 

and cranberry relish dance in my head.  So too do memories of family traditions.  I remember the 

compulsory bath on Christmas Eve, followed by a gift from Santa’s elves:  new pyjamas.  Later on in life the 

Christmas Eve Service became the tradition, along with the carols and the candle light, all while surrounded 

by the people you love most in this life.  

Traditions are important.  They give us a sense of stability and comfort.  We know what to expect.  They 

also stir memories of years gone by.  I remember the feelings of wonderment and awe on Christmas morning 

as my brother and sisters and I made our way downstairs to survey the scene in our living room; that and the 

many years I had a popsicle for Christmas dinner because I had the mumps or the chicken pox or….. 

Awe and Wonder.  That pretty well sums up Christmas, doesn’t it?  It is a magical time of year.  It is also a 

mystical time of year.  That God would reveal Godself in time and space through Jesus reveals the depth of 

God’s love for all people, even for all of creation.  It is truly awesome and wonderful that God would do such 

a thing to reach out to me, to reach out to you, to reach out to all of us.  God 
must really desire to be in relationship with us to do such a thing!  Do you 

remember the Bell Telephone ad from years ago, ‘Reach out and touch 

someone?’  At Christmas God reaches out through a babe in a manger to reach 

you.  May the thought of God reaching out to you fill you with awe and 

wonder, and may you be receptive to God’s attempt to reach into your life this 

year. 

A Blessed and Joyous Christmas to you all.        

Rev. Mark 

Rev. Mark's Christmas Message 

St. Andrew’s members….do you know that you 

played an important part in Chatham-Kent’s latest 

award from the Community in Blooms judges?   

We have won an international award for Heritage 

Preservation which was announced at the National 

CiB conference in Quebec City on October 29th, 

2011.   

St Andrew’s historically accurate restorations 

reflected in the “Certificate of Recognition for the 

Mayor’s Heritage Preservation Award in 2010 was an 

important part of the documentation sent to 

conference to help win this prestigious award!  The 

Memorial Garden at St. Andrews United Church is 

also a part of our landscape documentation.  

Chatham-Kent is now in the “Circle of Excellence” 

due to our national win in 2010 for our population 

category!  

Although we won’t host judges again for 2 years, we 

still must work to improve our community and retain 

our 5 bloom status. Thanks St. Andrews members for 

doing your part! 

~ Edwinna Rawlings 

People, Plants & Pride,  
Growing Together 
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Twice in the church year, we experience stark visual images from the gospel story.  At Easter, we 

imagine the palms, the last supper, the cross, the nails, the crown of thorns, the tomb and the angels.  At 

Christmastime, which is fast approaching, we are filled with warmth at pictures of the inn, the manger, 

the shepherds, the angels, the star, the magi, the gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.  When we 

perceive these images in our minds and in our hearts, in shop windows and on TV, we are touched by 

the magic of Christmas.  

At Christmas, we hear Christmas carols, which seem to glow with the warmth and magic of the 

Christmas story.  The tableaus and music of Christmas, from mid-November to mid-January, enrich our 

lives for a period of time that, when you think about it, amounts to one sixth of the year.  Can you be 

exhausted and nauseated by that sheer amount of magic?  Definitely.  But we’re still having fun now and 

we don’t need to worry about it until January! 

While we’re still in the mood, let’s look forward to singing about Christmas in the coming months! 

Here’s the story expressed in music from Voices United: 

Once in royal David’s city stood a lowly cattleshed, where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed. 

Good Christian friends, rejoice...Jesus Christ is born today! 

While shepherds watched their flocks by night all seated on the ground, the angel of the Lord came down, 

and glory shone around. 

Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o'er the plains...Come to Bethlehem and see Christ whose 

birth the angels sing. 

As with gladness men of old did the guiding star behold... 

I am the light of the world! You people come and follow me!' If you follow and love you'll learn the mystery 

of what you were meant to do and be. 

Merry Christmas, everyone! 

Conrad 

Art, Music, and the Magic of Christmas 

Please note:  Christmas offering envelopes  

are included in your newsletter. 
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Saturday, December 3, 2011 

Time: 7:00 p.m. 

 Featuring: 

carol singing  

handbell choir 

soloists: 

Stephanie Capeling 

Conrad Gold 

Jeremy Hewitson 

Meghan Hewitson 

instrumental music 

organ 

flute 

clarinet 

and the narrative of the 

Christmas Story. 

Corner of Wellington & William Street 

85 William Street South 

Chatham 

Freewill Offering will be accepted 

St. Andrew's United Church 

Christmas Concert 

Contact the Church Office for further details:   

519.352-0010 
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The Administration, Stewardship and Resource (ASR) Committee is pleased to report that the various 

committees and groups within the church are undertaking their work and fulfilling their objectives.  All 

committees are staying well within the budgeted amounts as approved by the congregation at the annual 

meeting in February 2011.   

The Committee is now receiving requests and proposals for the budget for 2012.  Each Committee has been 

asked to review their year-to-date activities and expenses, to consider their plans and needs for the coming 

year, and to prepare and submit budget requests. 

The congregation is to be commended on their faithful giving and commitment to the approved budget.  

General contributions alone are up over $18,000 from last year.  When the Faith in Action committee was 

formed in March 2011, St. Andrew’s already had an operating loss for the year of $21,434 – this has been 

reduced to $11,451, and with your continued faithful support, the ASR Committee hope to see this 

operating loss turn into an operating gain by the end of the year.  In addition to the congregation supporting 

the daily costs of the church, you continue to “reach out into our community and the world beyond” 

through givings to mission and outreach.  To date, over $53,000 has been disbursed to various outreach 

programs, which include the Mission and Service Fund of the United Church of Canada, the Benevolent 
Fund to assist local families, Westover Treatment Centre and the Friendship Meals that are served at 

Victoria Avenue United Church, to name but a few.  This is a wonderful testament of our faith.  As well, the 

ASR Committee is thankful to the Board of Trustees for their assistance in covering such costs as the 

church insurance, padded pew backs, and storm glazing of various windows. 

There have been numerous fundraising events that have raised almost $8,000 to assist with on-going costs.  

There are still some on-going fundraising events that you can participate in.  One is collection of the Loonie 

Tubes – pick up one of these containers at the church and fill them with either spare loonies or toonies 

($25 or $50 per tube).  Make sure to put your name and/or envelope number on the tube so that you can 

be credited for your donation. 

Another on-going, successful fundraiser is the selling of shopping cards.  Many people in the church are 

purchasing the cards to use for their everyday shopping.  The church receives a ‘reward’ for every card 

purchased.  If you purchase a $100 grocery card from Sobey’s, Sobey’s ‘rewards’ the church with $3.00 and 

you get your full $100!  This time of year folks like to purchase a variety of cards to give as Christmas gifts.  

Not only are there cards for grocery stores, there are cards for various restaurants, Chapters, Canadian 

Tire, Home Depot, Mark’s Work Wearhouse, The Bay, Shoppers, to name just a few.  Cards can be 

ordered/purchased at Fellowship Hour following Sunday services. 

Detailed financial statements are available outside the church office.  Envelopes for 2012 will be available in 

December. 

With appreciation for your continued support, 

On behalf of the ASR Committee, Margaret Keech, Chair 

Administration, Stewardship & Resources 

"God gives us glorious, perplexing, unbelievably wonderful gifts! Stewards recognize 

them for what they are—and give God the best they have to offer in return."   

~ Stewardship Seconds, December 25, 2011 
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The fall has been a busy time of organizing groups of all ages for the opportunity of fellowship and faith 

development.  The Sunday School has been averaging 12 to 15 children from the ages of 2 to 10 each Sunday. 

Unfortunately, the older children do not have a Sunday School teacher at this time.  If anyone is willing to 

work with this age group please speak to me or Rev. Mark for details.  I would like to thank Cathy Couture 

for the numerous years she has worked in the nursery with the youngest members of the congregation.  

Cathy is taking a well-deserved break from this commitment of time and energy. 

The youth program, under the leadership of Mike and Altaira Hildebrand, meet the last Friday of the month 

with a focus on volunteering and fun events.  So far the group has enjoyed a barbecue, a trip to the corn 

maize and discussion times together.  If there should be any young people who have not had the chance to 

get involved with this group, please speak to the Hildebrand’s. 

Rev. Mark has begun a study group – "Saving Jesus", which is using DVD’s and discussion.  This group has 22 

signed up and meets the last Wednesday of each month.  The group enjoys fellowship and a potluck meal 

while exploring their faith.  You are welcome to join in when you are available. 

As we approach the season of Advent, the Sunday School looks forward 

to being involved in the annual White Gift service on December 11.  Hope 
to see you there! 

Blessings and Peace to you. 

John Keech 

Chair   

AAA magical Christmas moment…. 

Christmas holds so many fond memories, some from childhood and others 
along the stages of life.  One particular Christmas Eve, before I was 10 
years old, I remember visiting some folks who were close friends of the family.  
Their children,  my sister and I were ushered upstairs to bed before the 
magical hour of midnight so that Christmas could come.  As we were tucked 
into bed, the mother told us a story of how at midnight, all the dolls would 
come to life and dance around the room to prepare for the arrival of 
Christmastime.  That memory holds for me some magical moments.   
Now that I look forward to Christmas Eve as an adult,  it is the magical hour of Jesus's arrival that 
captivates my imagination the most.  Whether it is in the singing of "Silent Night, Holy Night" with the 
candlelight, or the Christmas pageant and the depiction of Mary and Joseph with the wee babe,  it holds 
true to me, the magical, mystery and miracle of God with us. 

~ Vicky Bechard, Church Secretary 

Faith, Formation & Development 
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It has been another busy but productive fall season for Media and Communications Committee.  One major 

focus has been the improving and refining of the sound system providing feed to the sanctuary, residence and 

nursery.  New microphones have been purchased, and additional balcony speakers installed to enhance the 

audio feed. Our donated computers await a final location that will be accessible to as many folk as possible 

within the church. We are also excited to be moving forward with our website upgrade.  Watch for a fresh 

new look in the new year. 

This season of Advent brings with it the anticipation of the “Magic of Christmas”.  It is a hustle and bustle of 

joyous activities, but it is also a quiet contemplation of the gift 

of love from above.  It is magic, the mystery and unexplained 

power of God that beckons us all to draw near to the manger. 

Advent and Christmas blessings to all 

The Media and Communications Committee 

Marilee Asher - Chair 

Sam Matsuo 

Mark Whalls 
Stan Wharram 

Media & Communications 

ADVENT PRAYER 

O God, our deliverer: 

you cast down the mighty, 

 and lift up those of no account; 

like Elizabeth and Mary, 

 who embraced one another 

 with songs of liberation, 

may we, pregnant with your Spirit, 

affirm one another in hope for the world; 

 in the name of Jesus. Amen. 

~ Voices United 13 

The following group of angels gives of their time and love 

each month to an average of fifty church members in 

nursing homes and their own homes.  They also spend a 

lot of time visiting those in hospital, some there for a 

short people and some for their last journey. 

I want to thank Gwen Beardsall, Jessie Charlton, 

Margaret Chittim, Abie Heersma, Twyla Kent, and Bob 

Smith for the many hours spent at the bedside holding a 

hand and mostly just listening, listening, listening. 

Also our thanks to both Rev. Johanna and Rev. Mark for 

their support. 

The group also takes the donated memorial flowers to 

someone to brighten their day.  Our thanks to those 

people who donate 

the flowers on 
Sunday. 

Sometimes all a 

person needs is a 

hand to hold and a 

heart to 

understand. 

With blessings, 

Joan Macphail 

Pastoral Visitors 

There can be no joy without peace. 

There can be no peace without justice. 

There can be no justice without love. 
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Here we are, almost Christmas, and your Mission & 

Outreach Committee has plans to help make it 

special for as many underprivileged as possible. 

On November 13, we will be handing out white bags 

for you to fill, for the benefit of Outreach For 

Hunger.  We would like these to be returned on 

November 20 and 27 so we can forward donations 

before month end.  Please assist all that you are able 

so that those less fortunate may receive food for the 

holidays. 

During the month of December we will be collecting 

toys and food to assist the Salvation Army in their 

most worthwhile task of providing Christmas to 

needy families in our community.  Also, at this time if 

you can help by manning a Red Kettle, please see the 
notice posted on the bulletin board.  Thank you. 

Our request for assistance to help feed breakfast at 

the Queen Elizabeth II School Breakfast Program was 

most generously supported to the tune of $1400.00 

plus.  Once again, thank you for your generosity. 

In October, we received a donated laptop computer 

that was passed on to Chatham-Kent AIDS Support, 

as they had mentioned a need for such an item. 

On December 9, 2011, Neighbour Link will be 

holding a fundraising concert in our Sanctuary. 

Neighbour Link is an association of church 

congregations which fills needs in the community.  

Please consider attending this concert where a free 

will offering will be taken. 

Habitat for Humanity is hosting the Dofasco Men's 

Choir on March 26, 2012 using our Sanctuary as the 

venue.   Habitat has a piece of property in place and 

is now fundraising for its first "build" in Chatham-

Kent.  This is a very worthwhile cause and we are 

giving you lots of notice so that your calendar can be 

marked to attend. 

Our Benevolent Fund has been hit very hard lately, 

resulting in the necessity of reducing food voucher 

issuance to 2 days per month from our more usual 2 
days per week.  We realize that many of you give 

regularly but would appreciate an additional couple 

of dollars if you can.  All donations are gratefully 

received and are well used.  

Our Committee continues to press our “mission to 

assist” wherever we can and bring help to the needy.  

We hope you all have a very Merry Christmas and 

that 2012 brings you Joy and Happiness.  

Eric Waddilove, Co-Chair 

Mission & Outreach 

Christmas is a magical time for all who wait in anticipation of the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ.  It is a time 

for friends and family to come together to celebrate the true meaning of Christmas.  On December 5th, our 

group will be spreading Christmas cheer to the good people at St. Andrew's Residence.  We will be meeting 

at the residence from 6:30 until 8:00 pm. 

If you believe in Christmas, the truth meaning of Christmas, you will want to 

participate spreading goodwill and love to our "very special” folks at the 

residence.  So, please join us for a festive gathering.  Hope to see you there.  

May the magical spirit of Christmas be with each and every one of you during 

this Christmas season.  May we also wish for all the best of health, happiness 

and family unity in the upcoming year. 

Elaine Howell, Coordinator 

Young At Heart 

"Thanks be to God for his unspeakable Gift— indescribable, inestimable, 
 incomparable inexpressible - precious beyond words. " 

~Lois Lebar 
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Frosty Frolics Bazaar 
Saturday, November 26, 2011 

10:30 am – 1:30 pm 

A light luncheon will be served from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm 

Cost:  Adults - $7.00, Children (under 12) - $3.00 
Hope you can come and join us on November 26 to do some Christmas shopping, get your 

baked items and enjoy the fellowship over a delicious lunch.  See you there! 

Here’s how you can help out: 

Christmas Baking  Shortbreads, fancy squares and cookies are needed for this 
booth.  We also need your help Friday the 25th to put together the trays of goodies.  
If you are unable to work at the bazaar, a pound of butter may be donated in early 
November for the squares.  Contacts:  Donna Dolson, 519-352-0984 or Jane Smith, 
519-354-2683. 

Home Baking  Remember the home baking with all those tasty pies, cakes, muffins, tarts 
and more.  Also offered, a deli section with lasagna, chili-con-carne, salsa, baked beans etc.  
If you would be interested in preparing some dishes for the deli or containers of soup, 
please contact Betty Leach, 519-354-3421 or BarbCarruthers,519-360-9580. 

Luncheon Convenors  Helpers will be needed the day of the bazaar.  Please call any of these 
ladies to offer help or for more information.  Contacts:  Shirley Bork 519-352-1311, Susan Brooks 
519-351-0725, Janet Lawton 519-352-1441, Cathy Mifflin 519-352-9107, Penny Marotta 519-351-
1073, or Linda Rieger 519-354-5805. 

Country Store  Fruits, vegetables, jams, marmalades, jellies, chili sauce, pickles and 
dried bittersweet, money plants or Japanese lanterns would be a welcome addition to 
this booth.  Dried flowers and preserves, pepper jelly are all favourites.  Items for the 
“white elephant” table will also be needed.  Please call if you would like to donate or 
are able to help.re needed for this table.  Contacts:  Sue Cobb 519 354-3586 or Ruth 
Walker 519- 354-2191. 

Gift Boutique and Christmas Decorations  Knitted items, plus Christmas crafts, 
decorations and novelty crafts will be featured here.  If you enjoy doing any of these crafts 
or something of your own design your handy-work is most welcome.  Please call Dorothy 
Heersma 519-354-2696 or Mary McLeod 519-352-5114. 

Dining Room  If you are willing to serve, please contact one of these ladies  Contacts:  
Barbara Rayment 519-352-5399 or Mary Ann Stokes 519-351-0482. 

Decorating  Please contact Edwinna Rawlings 519-352-7481 or Carolyn Scoyne 519-352-6369.  

Carolyn will do the table centre pieces. 

Bazaar Committee:  Dorothy Heersma 519-354-2696 or Mary McLeod 519-352-5114 

Church Calendars  The Church calendars will be available in time for the bazaar.  
Please contact Dorothy Heersma 519-354-2696 if you would like to 
purchase one or more.  Cost is $5.00.  Great Christmas Gift idea! 

News:The
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Library Report 

New novels recently purchased include stories from many different periods in time 

and many different kinds of people.  There is everything from the Amish, to brides, 

to a doctor with a healing touch to adventurers searching for a lost scroll.  There 

are even two books with librarians in them, I couldn’t resist. 

Two out of the ordinary novels caught my attention.  “The Fisherman” is the story 

of Peter and “The Chair” is the story of a chair supposedly made by Jesus that has 

healing powers. 

The non-fiction bestseller “Bonhoeffer” will no doubt be an enlightening read. 

For teens I now have two books in the time travel ‘River of Time’ series and will 

soon pick up the third in the series. 

Generous donations have provided us with copies of “When the Heart Cries” a 

‘Sisters of the Quilt’ Amish novel; “Heaven is for Real” a bestseller about a small 

boy’s experience of heaven; “The Crocheted Prayer Shawl Companion” (we 

previously received the knitting version) and a beautiful children’s book “Wherever 

You Are My Love Will Find You”. 

Remember to pick up and re-read your old favourite Christmas and Advent books. 

Bev Whalls, Librarian 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 
when the star in the sky is gone, 
when the kings and princes are home, 
when the shepherds are back with the flocks, 
then the work of Christmas begins: 
to find the lost, 
to heal those broken in spirit, 
to feed the hungry, 
to release the oppressed, 
to rebuild the nations, 
to bring peace among all peoples, 
to make a little music with the heart… 
And to radiate the Light of Christ, 
every day, in every way, in all that we do and in 
all that we say. 
Then the work of Christmas begins.  
 

Howard Thurman 

December 25 
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The youth group has had a busy and fun fall!  We began the fall with a potluck at the Hildebrand’s and had a 

great time hearing about everyone’s summer, meeting some new youth and their friends.  Mike gave a short 

devotional about forgiveness with special significance following the 10th anniversary of 9-11.   

We met at the church for the last Friday in September for a short "Fun Facts of the Bible" session and 

watched a documentary from the Christian Peacemaker Team which discussed the historical and ongoing 

conflict between Israel and Palestine.  Wow, we are so blessed here in Canada!   

In October, we volunteered at the Victoria Avenue United Church Friendship Meal and the youth did a 

great job!  Their presence was very well received, and we had great feedback on their strong and positive 

attitudes!  Our youth made a presence at the youth retreat in Blenheim and met the moderator.  The 

attendees had a great time and had a lot of positive things to say about the weekend activities.   

Approximately 17 of us headed out to the Thamesville Corn Maze on the evening of October 29.  Some 

people were in the mood to be scared, while others enjoyed the challenge of getting lost in a corn maze in 

the dark.  Thankfully a couple of the youth had the foresight to bring flashlights! 

By the time you are reading this newsletter we will have had, I am sure, a wonderful time bowling in 

November...because really, how can you go wrong with bowling!  So fun, even when you are terrible, which I 
guarantee I will be.  (SMILE) 

As we move out of the spooky Halloween season, and into the magical Christmas season, we have a 

calendar full volunteer events to volunteer and spread the spirit of the season by providing hope, love and 

joy to some who may find the season difficult.  As we spread our cheer this year, I would encourage 

everyone to help people remember why we celebrate the "Christ"mas season versus celebrating the ever 

growing replacement of "holiday" season. 

The youth hopes to volunteer at the following events:  

December 5  St. Andrew's Residence Christmas Game 

December 13  GoodFellows Toy packing 

December 16 & 17 GoodFellows street campaign 

December  19  GoodFellows Toy delivery 

That wraps up our 2011.  The youth group would like to wish everyone at St. Andrew's a magical Christmas 

and a Happy New Year. 

Altaira Hildebrand, Youth Leader 

Youth Newsletter Update 

Hope Book - 2011-2012 

A gift catalogue to be proud of! 

London Conference is excited to share the newest 

version of The Hope Book. There are new gifts, 

new programs and many new opportunities to 

practise giving in a whole new way. 
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Property Committee 

I said it before, and I will say it again "thanks to all who support the church in whatever way you can" 

- without you, there would be no church! 

The stained glass window repair mentioned in the Fall newsletter has been postponed to spring 

2012, due to the large amount of rainfall this fall.   

We hope everyone is enjoying the covered pew backs in the lower Sanctuary.   

Planned plaster repair and painting of all of the lower hallways in November will keep the Property 

Committee busy.  We will likely ask for assistance with painting in order to finish the job quickly 

with minimal disruption, as this area is used on a daily basis. 

A number of people have raised concerns to the outside appearance, especially the wooden doors.  

We are aware of these concerns, and will wait the outcome of 2011 before we can address what 

work may be done in 2012.  Quotes for door replacement will be obtained and Council will be 

informed of the anticipated costs. 

If you have any concerns, please feel free to bring them to either Jim Glassford or Don Haden.  We 

will be glad to listen, and hopefully accommodate the repairs as requested. 

God Bless you all! 

Ed Bell Donna Keech 

Ernie Glassford Len Shortt 

Jim Glassford (Co-Chair) Bill Stephen 

Don Haden (Co-Chair) Ted Takahashi 

Don Howard Al Thain 

The new directories have arrived.  People who have their picture 
in the book are entitled to a directory.  If you have not picked 
yours up yet, the directories are available in the church office.  
Additional copies may be purchased at a cost of $10.  Contact the 

church office for further details. 

PHOTO DIRECTORIES 
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The club hosted a barbeque after church on August 28, 2011 which 

realized a profit of $286.72.   

The club along with the Mission & Outreach Committee have 

purchased eighteen red shirts that can be used by members of the 

congregation at various community events. 

Club members enjoyed a breakfast on September 11, 2011 and then 

at 1:00 pm seven club members participated in the "Walk A Mile in 

Her Shoes" fundraising campaign and raised $2,000.00. 

On October 2, 2011at 8:00 am, club members enjoyed a time of 

fellowship and good food at a breakfast held at the Links of Kent 

Golf Course.   

The club donated $300.00 to the Queen Elizabeth II School Breakfast 

program. 

On November 13, 2011 David Janzen, a reservist with the Christian 

Peacemaker Team (CPT), addressed his experiences as a 
peacekeeper in Hebron.  He later was the guest speaker at the 

morning Worship service. 

The Men's Club will be supporting the Chatham-Kent Mental Health 

Association with funds and manual help at a dinner in December, 

2011.   

We continue to sell popcorn, chocolate bars and coupon books to 

raise funds for the club, 

As always, we would like to thank the congregation for supporting all 

our efforts and purchase of goods during this past year. 

Roy Cornell on behalf of the Men's Club 

St. Andrew's Men's Club 

A Recipe for the  

New Year 

Prepare one day at a time, 

and into each put 12 parts 

of faith, 11 of patience, 10 

of courage, 9 of work, 8 of 

hope, 7 of fidelity, 6 of 

open-mindedness, 5 of 

kindness, 4 of rest, 3 of 

prayer, 2 of meditation, 

and 1 of well-selected 

resolution. 

My cookery book tells me:  

add a teaspoon of good 

spirits, a dash of fun, a 

pinch of folly, a sprinkling 

of play and a heaped 

cupful of good humour. 

Next, pour generously into 

the whole, cook thoroughly, 

garnish with a few smiles 

and a sprig of joy; then 

serve with quietness, 

unselfishness, and 

cheerfulness. 

Now, isn't that a good 

recipe for a new year? 
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Merry Christmas from your 

St. Andrew's Staff Team: 

Rev. Mark says "May the blessings 

of the Christ child be upon you and 

your family this Christmas." 

Rev. Johanna says "Prettige 

Kerstdagen en een Gelukkig 

Nieuwjaar !" 

Harold says "Ho, ho. ho, - I hope I 

don't get coal in my sock!" 

Barbara says "I wish you God's 

blessings of hope and peace." 

Conrad says "Can you be exhausted 

and nauseated by that sheer amount 

of magic?  Definitely.  But we’re still 

having fun now and we don’t need to 

worry about it until January!" 

Vicky says:  "Wishing you all a 

beautiful, blessed Christmas filled 

with joy!" 
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St. Andrewõs United Church 

Celebrating Godõs Presence through People, Worship, Music and Outreach 

85 William Street South  

Chatham, ON  N7M 4S5 

Website:  www.standrewschatham.org  

Office:  519 -352-0010   Fax:  519-352-0379   Email:  standrews1@bellnet.ca  

Worship:  10:30 am Sunday  

Office Hours:  Monday to Friday, 9:00 am to 12:00 noon  

 Lead Minister:  Rev. Johanna VanderSpek / Ext. 1 

 Email:  leadminister@bellnet.ca / Cell:  519 -784-6093 

 Associate Minister:  Rev. Mark Perry / Ext. 2  

 Email:  astminister@bellnet.ca / Cell:  519 -365-9200 

 Ministry of Music & Arts:  Conrad Gold / Ext. 4  

 Email:  musicdir@bellnet.ca  

 Secretary:  Victoria Bechard / Ext. 0  

 Email:  standrews1@bellnet.ca  

 Treasurer:  Barbara Robbins / Ext. 3  

 Email:  stantreasurer@bellnet.ca  

 Caretaker:  Harold Baughman / Ext. 5  

"As we prepare for our 

traditional celebrations, let us 

remember those who will not 

be looking forward to this 

festival. Let us remember too 

how Jesus identified with the 

oppressed and the homeless. 

Let the joy of the festival touch 

more of the people of our 

world this year than ever 

before. May God be glorified 

and may people of good will 

once again experience His 

peace. " 

 

~Denzil John 

Hope is a star that shines 
in the night, leading us on 
till the morning is bright. 

When God is a child 
there's joy in our song. 

The last shall be first and 
the weak shall be strong, 
and none shall be afraid. 

Peace is a ribbon that 
circles the earth, giving a 
promise of safety and 
worth. 

Joy is a song that 
welcomes the dawn, telling 
the world that the Saviour 
is born, 

Love is a flame that 
burns in our heart, Jesus 
has come and will never 
depart. 
VU 7 


