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“It is always the simple things 

that change our lives.  

And these things never 

happen when you are looking 

for them to happen.  

Life will reveal answers at the 

pace life wishes to do so. 

You feel like running, but life 

is on a stroll.  

This is how God does 

things.” 

 --Donald Miller  

T h e  S t .  A n d r e w ' s  N e w s  

Your church staff: 

Lead Minister:  Rev. Johanna VanderSpek 
Telephone Ext. 1  

 Email:  leadminister@bellnet.ca  
 Cell:  519-784-6093 
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 Email:  astminister@bellnet.ca   
 Cell:  519-365-9200 
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 Email:  musicdir@bellnet.ca 

Secretary:  Victoria Bechard 
 Telephone Ext. 0   
 Email:  standrews1@bellnet.ca 

Treasurer:  Barbara Robbins 
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 Email:  stantreasurer@bellnet.ca 

Caretaker:  Harold Baughman 
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Relief Caretaker:  Mark Whalls 
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A u g u s t ,  2 0 1 1  

Your newsletter was delivered to you by:  ____________________________ 

"STARTING 

ANEW" 



“I trust that your summer has been a good one and that you have enjoyed its 
many blessings: long days and short nights; fresh fruits and vegetables; 
flowers and fireflies, barbeques and picnics; friends and family visits; going 
away or just staying at home.   

This summer has certainly offered us a great deal of sunshine for our lives, 
the light which gives life to the earth, reminding us of the Light of God giving 
us abundant living. May we take time to reflect upon our summer and count 
the many blessings that it holds.  Let us rejoice and celebrate the inner light 
of God that sustains us, that empowers us to grow in the way of Christ.  

Summer‟s sunshine and heat has already begun to surrender to cooler nights 
and days. Through the change of the seasons, God graciously invites us to 
consider the spiritual changes in our lives.  The message of Jesus, saying to 
us that we always have an opportunity for “starting anew” as we look at what 
we need to let go off in order to begin anew. 

Rally Sunday, September 11, is one of those Sundays that extends an 
invitation for you to “start anew”.  If you have been away, please join us anew 
again.  Invite a friend or family member to come along. Let us enter into a 
new beginning by taking the step to come and to invite others to come along 
with us.  Let‟s Rally for Christ.  

So if anyone is in Christ,  

there is a new creation:  

everything old has passed away;  

see, everything has become new! 

                                       -2 Corinthians 5:17 

Prayers and Blessings,  
Rev. Johanna VanderSpek B.A.,M.A.,M.Div.,M.R.E; Sp.Dir. 

Lead Minister, St. Andrew‟s  

Rev. Johanna VanderSpek 
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Sacrament of Baptism 

The next date for baptism  

has been set for           

Sunday, October 16.     

Should you wish baptism for 

yourself or your child, please contact  

Rev. Johanna or the church office at    

519-352-0010. 

NEW MEMBERS 

By Transfer of 

Membership 

Should you wish to transfer your 

membership to St. Andrew's United 

Church, please contact the church 

office or Rev. Mark Perry for further 

information. 

" s t a r t i n g  a n e w "  -  m e s s a g e  f r o m  r e v .  j o h a n n a  

Rev. Johanna has a new blog.  
Check it out at : 

www.revjohanna.blogspot.com 

http://www.revjohanna.blogspot.com
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" S t a r t i n g  a n e w " . . .  R E V .  M A R K  

What a summer!  Hot!  Hot!  Hot!  Barbara and I spent the first couple of weeks of July seeking 

some refuge from the heat in Chatham.  We were able to reconnect with family in the Toronto area 

and with Barbara‟s parents in Quebec, as well as having some time alone to renew our covenant 

with one another.  This year we spent time together in the Quebec City area.  And when we came 

back, we discovered that the corn in the field behind our home was as tall as the cedar hedge. 

Summer also brought other exciting developments.  We were privileged to share in the wedding     

of Jenny and Ray Collicutte.  To be a part of a wedding which the couple chose to celebrate 

surrounded by their church family was a wonderful blessing.  And, as I write this, we are in the final 

week of rehearsals for Norm Foster‟s play, “The Last Resort.”  I have been cast in the role of the 

elderly German woman who is the proprietress of the resort.  Ah, the things we get ourselves into.    

I never dreamt that I would have an acting role in a play or that I would preside at a wedding during 

Sunday morning worship.  Funny what happens when we put our trust in God and follow God‟s 

leading.  We wind up in places and doing things we would never imagine in our wildest dreams.  

God leads us to new places and new experiences, if only we are willing. 

As I look forward to the fall, I think of all the new things that will be happening around St. Andrew‟s.  

The co-chairs of the Faith Formation and Development Committee have moved on to other 

endeavors, and that means that there is new leadership there.  As with any change in leadership, 

there are bound to be new ideas and new vision.  One thing I am hoping to lead is a DVD based 

study into our Christian faith, with sessions once a month, coinciding with a pot luck meal.  The 

study has been developed with input from several prominent theologians who may cause you to 

think anew about the faith that you first learned in Sunday School.  Look for a sign-up sheet for this 

on Rally Sunday, September 11.  There are also a number of youth who may be interested in 

learning more about their faith - learning that we hope will lead to their confirmation.  In addition to 

the youth, there will be opportunities for mature Christians to mentor them - to learn and think anew 

about their faith together.  If you are interested in being either a confirmand or a mentor, please 

contact me. 

Faith Formation and Development isn‟t the only committee which is 

thinking about things in new ways.  The Mission and Outreach 

Committee is thinking anew about St. Andrew‟s role in the community.  

An important part of that rethink has to do with the fact that, over the 

years, Chatham has changed.  The needs of our neighbours have 

changed over time.  We then need to think anew about our ministry 

within the new reality in which Chatham finds itself.  The opportunities 

to minister to our neighbours are many.  We need to think carefully 

about how we can best respond. 

I‟m reminded of those old, familiar words; “the times, they are a‟ 

changing.” Indeed they are. Both within the community and within the 

church God continues to make all things new.  Thanks be to God.  

Rev. Mark Rev. Mark Perry 



E X E C U T I V E  C O U N C I L  -  f r e d  w i l l i a m s  
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As we fast approach Labor Day, the official end of summer, our fall activities will begin in earnest.   
It is hard to imagine that six months has passed since the Annual Congregational  Meeting in 
February - much has been done. 

The Faith In Action planning committee met to evaluate the many phone calls made to the  “Friends 
of St Andrew‟s“.  Approximately 70% of the people were contacted – a number were missed for one 
reason or another – but we would still like to hear from you.  The majority faithfully support            
St Andrew‟s and attend events whenever possible.  Your continued support is very much 
appreciated.  To all who delivered letters and/or made phone calls - thank you for a job well done. 
Examination and control of expenses is next on the committee's agenda. 

In May, two new fundraising events were held:  A Celebration of Hymns – an evening of Sacred 
Music and Hymn sing; and the St Andrew‟s United Church Variety Show – featuring a tribute to 
Broadway.  A tremendous amount of hard work and initiative went into both events, making them 
very successful. 

At the time of writing, another new event – a musical comedy play, written by Norm Foster, was 
being presented in St Andrew‟s Fellowship Hall – another fundraising effort. 

There are many committees at St Andrew‟s United Church working very hard for you.  Many of 
them are short staffed and could use your help.  If you can help in any way, please get involved. 

Monthly meetings of Council are generally held on the third Tuesday of the month at 7:00 pm.  
Members of the congregation are welcome to attend.  Council meeting minutes and financial 
reports are posted on the bulletin boards outside the church office.   

Blessings , Fred Williams , Chair 

D i r e c t o r  o f  M u s i c  &  a r t s  m i n i s t r y  -  C o n r a d  g o l d  

Hello St. Andrew‟s, 

In September, we start rehearsals again.  We begin the season with new energy.  We enjoy the 
volunteer activities we do in the fall, winter, and spring.  But they take some energy out of us.  
When summer comes, we are ready to take a break.  Now that it‟s nearing September again, we 
have the energy to participate in the activities we love; let‟s jump in head first! 

There are many opportunities to be involved in the arts (please see below).  For example, you could 
be involved in choir(s) (handbell or singing) or in drama during Sunday morning worship.  Any of 
these activities can be a lot of fun, so don‟t hesitate to get involved.  I hope to see you there! 

Senior Choir rehearsals begin on Thursday, September 8. The choir is asked to sit in the choir loft 
on Sunday, September 11 on the occasion of Rally Sunday.  

Anyone interested in singing in a Junior Choir, please contact Conrad 
(musicdir@bellnet.ca).  
Anyone interested in participating in a drama group, please contact 
Conrad.  
Anyone interested in playing in the bell choir, please contact Conrad 
or Leslynn Flegel (owlsandcats@hotmail.com ).  

Blessings,  Conrad 

mailto:musicdir@bellnet.ca
mailto:owlsandcats@hotmail.com


A D M I N I S T R A T I O N ,  S T E W A R D S H I P  &  r e s o u r c e s  -  m a r g a r e t  k e e c h  

In 2 Corinthians 9: 6 - 9, Paul writes "The point is this:  the one who sows sparingly will also reap 

sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.  Each of you must give as you 

have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  And 

God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of 

everything, you may share abundantly in every good work.  As it is written, 'He scatters abroad, he 

gives to the poor; his righteousness endures forever.' " 

Members of St. Andrew‟s have cheerfully contributed to the life and work of 

St. Andrew‟s United Church and the broader community.  The 

Administration, Stewardship and Resource (ASR) Committee is pleased to 

see that, as of the end of June, general givings are up $7,000 compared to 

last year‟s givings.  Events planned through fundraising, as well as gifts to 

the Faith In Action project, have realized over $9,100 since January. The 

Committee is thankful for this positive response to meet the financial 

commitment of St. Andrew‟s. As of the end of June, the church has a 

deficit of $9,887.10, leaving us with an accumulated deficit of $54,093.03.  Of the $54,093.03 

accumulated deficit, $48,309.01 is owed to the Trustees, who have loaned the church money to 

assist with operating costs over the last two years.  Committees are all working within their budgets, 

and the ASR Committee is meeting monthly to review and monitor expenses to ensure that funds 

are being used efficiently.  The fall is traditionally a time when members of the congregation rise to 

the challenge of balancing our budget, and the Committee prays that you will consider Paul‟s word 

to the Corinthians.  These words are as true today as the day that Paul wrote them. 

When Paul talks about “scattering abroad and giving to the poor”, members of St. Andrew‟s have 

cheerfully and abundantly given to the poor and needy within our community and throughout the 

world.  As of June 30, almost $39,720 has been received and distributed to the Mission and Service 

Fund, the Benevolent Fund and to the various outreach projects that our Outreach Committee has 

drawn our attention to throughout the year.  So many people in our own community and the larger 

community of God are reaping the benefits of your generosity.   

The Committee again urges members of the congregation to consider 

supporting the church by giving through PAR – Pre-Authorized Remittance.  

Thirty-eight individuals/families are utilizing this program. By utilizing PAR, 

you are making a very conscious and deliberate effort to give a 

predetermined amount every month to further the life and work of the 

church, both here at St. Andrew‟s and through mission and service. You 

decide how much you would like to contribute to the church for the year, and divide that amount by 

twelve.  Twelve monthly payments will automatically be removed from your account and deposited 

to the church, allowing a consistent cash flow to assist with the operation of the church. If you are 

interested in learning more about PAR, or would like to sign on, please contact the Church office. 

Blessings, 

The Administration, Stewardship and Resource Committee 
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F A I T H  F O R M A T I O N  &  d e v e l o p m e n t  -  j o h n  k e e c h  

In June, co-chairs Lori Mackenzie and Linda Shaw resigned from the committee.  A sincere 
appreciation is expressed to them for their efforts and hard work in keeping the various programs   
of the committee running.  Thank you Lori and Linda! 

Program plans for Sunday School, youth group and adult Bible study are being discussed and 
arranged for the upcoming year.  If you are interested and available to teach Sunday School or   
help the committee in sustaining these programs, please contact me or speak to Rev. Mark or    
Rev. Johanna. 

As you are aware, the Pennies For Peace initiative is an outreach effort of the Sunday School.    
Your support and interest are encouraged to help make this a successful learning tool for the 
children. 

Throughout the year, bulletins will have information on upcoming programs and events. You are 
encouraged to be involved. 

Registration for Sunday School will be held on Rally Sunday, September 11.  We hope to see you 
there! 

John Keech 

PENNIES FOR PEACE  Children in over 400 mountain villages in remote northern Pakistan and 

Afghanistan are on the waiting list, hoping to learn in a new school.  Our Sunday School students 

hope to help build a bridge of peace, one penny at a time.  Look for stray pennies in your couch, 

in the car, and on the street. Or start a piggy bank at home to collect pennies on your own. The 

pennies that Sunday School students collect can add up to make a real difference. 

1 penny = a pencil 

2-3 pennies = an eraser 

5 pennies = one notebook 

$20 = one child‟s school supplies for one year 

$50 = one treadle sewing machine and supplies 

$100 = maternal healthcare supplies for one year 

$300 = one advanced student‟s annual scholarship 

$600 = one teacher‟s annual salary 

$5,000 = support for existing school for one year 

$50,000 = one school building and support for up to five years 

Sunday School Leadership is needed for the 11-13 year olds.   

Please consider joining this vital part of our ministry! 
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L i b r a r i a n  -  b e v  w h a l l s  

New non-fiction books, all New York Times bestsellers, added this 
month include: 

“Son of Hamas” the story of a former terrorist, who has renounced 
his terrorist group and moved to the United States 

“Have a Little Faith” by Mitch Albom, author of “Tuesdays with 
Morrie” 

“Three Cups of Tea” by Greg Mortenson, the story of building a school in Pakistan - Rev. 
Johanna has mentioned this book in a past sermon and also the children‟s edition of the story 
“Listen to the Wind” 

Not on the bestseller list , but of local interest : 

“A History with a Future: the story of Westover Treatment Centre” 

I have also ordered a copy of “Gift of Years: Growing Old Gracefully” by Joan Chittister 

New fiction includes: 

“Hope Rekindled” book 3 in the „Striking a Match‟ series by Tracie Peterson 

“Learning” book 2 in the „Bailey Flanigan‟ series by Karen Kingsbury 

“Infinity in the Palm of her Hand” a novel about Adam and Eve by Gioconda Belli 

“Putting Away Childish Things: a novel of modern faith” by New Testament scholar Marcus Borg, 
the author of “Heart of Christianity” (the book discussed in the study group held last spring) 

Books of interest to men: 

“Farraday Road” by Ace Collins 

“Pawn” by Steven James 

See you in the library! 

Y o u n g  a t  h e a r t  -  E l a i n e  h o w e l l  

It's back to school time!  This means new activities and a new start for the 
upcoming year.  For the Young At Heart group, our starting time will be a little 
delayed as we will probably not begin until October, due to work commitment.  
When we begin our visits in October, we will be going to visit our friends at    St. 
Andrew's Residence.  Please watch the weekly bulletin insert for further details. 

Please think about joining our group.  We don't ask for a long time commitment, 
just come whenever you have spare time.  The experience you take away from 
this group will leave you wanting to return again and again.  We have lots of fun 
with the residents and enjoy the companionship of each other.  

"Faith makes all things possible.... love makes all things easy." ~ Unknown 
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All Are Welcome! 

http://thinkexist.com/quotation/faith_makes_all_things_possible-love_makes_all/12475.html


Y o u t h  g r o u p  -  A l t a i r a  h i l d e b r a n d  

Prior to breaking for summer vacation, the St Andrew's United Church 
Youth Group took a trip on the Grand River with the youth of Trinity 
United Church in Kitchener.  We canoed from Cambridge to Paris on 
May 14-15.  Despite very wet weather, the spirit of the troupe was not 
dampened.  The group set up camp at Pinehurst conservation area and 
after supper, and many attempts at a fire in the rain, we scrambled into 
our tents to avoid rain and wind.  Several tents were blown away in the 
night and several others flooded, but the entire group returned safe and 
sound the following day. 

Our final event was volunteering with the Victoria Avenue Friendship Meal in June.  The youth 
volunteered at numerous events over the year.  Witnessing the impact on the youth and the people 
they reached out to was incredible. 

As we start the new school year, we are excited to gather again as a group.  As we did last year, 
each month we will meet at the church on the last Friday of the month.  We are also planning on 
alternating a volunteer and fun event each month.  The upcoming events are as follows: 

September 18 - BBQ at the Hildebrand's 

September 30 - Friday night event at the church 

October (TBD) - Victoria Avenue United Church Friendship Meal volunteering 

October - Corn Maze outing 

November 13 - bowling 

November 25 - Friday night event at the church 

December - Volunteer event 

We look forward to learning and growing in life and faith with the youth...they are such an amazing 
group, and we have really enjoyed getting to know them over the past year. 

Quilting will begin Wednesday, September 7, 2011 at 10:00 am to 3:00 pm in 

the Board Room.  We donated a wall clock to the Parlour recently through 

some of the funds we have raised through quilting. 

We have a small child's quilt for sale.  It is pre-quilted material, pink, 

"Strawberry Shortcake" doll design with lace trim, size 36" x 45".  It would 

make a nice wall hanging for a girl's room.  We are asking $20.00.  If you are 

interested, please speak with Lois Bedford, 519-436-0638.   

Q U I L T E R S  O F  S T .  A N D R E W ' S  -  L O I S  B E D F O R D  

“How much piecin' a quilt's like living a life...The Lord sends us the pieces, 

but we can cut 'em out and put 'em together pretty much to suit 

ourselves...” - Author unknown 

Page 8 



S e p t e m b e r  -  s c h o o l  b e g i n s  a g a i n  b y  A g n e s  C l a r k  

This morning, I saw in the Chatham newspaper a picture of a mother making purchases for her 
daughters‟ return to school, and I thought of all the young people who will be starting a new year of 
learning, and it set my memory wheels in motion.  (Old folks use their memory wheels a lot.) 

Personally, I was excited and eager to start to Public School (Elementary School to you).  I started 
to go to a two-room school after Easter.  Yes!  Back then, you could start either in September or 
after Easter.  I loved school. 

But starting school is scary for some children.  I think of a little boy who started pre-school “Fun with 
Friends” clutching his constant companion, a much scrubbed, well-worn, furry white kitty.  The first 
traumatic lesson of independence he learned there, was that the kitty must snooze on the shelf until 
it was time to go home. 

My first teaching position was in an ungraded school.  The first year I had two beginners (Grade 1 
to you).  One was happy.  The other, a wee girl who reminded me of a big doll, was so fearful, even 
though the bigger pupils loved and protected her, that she didn‟t speak for about a month. 

At whatever level of school you will be entering, this year will bring something new:  new room,   
new teacher, new study material.  It‟s like opening the door of a big room filled with treasures for 
you to claim.  Some are beautiful, and you eagerly pick them up and carry them.  Others are drab 
and uninteresting and heavy to lift, but they, too, are treasured. 

The treasures are your subjects.  Some are interesting and easy.  Others are hard, and you don‟t 
like them, but the subjects are all necessary for they depend upon each other. 

And then there is Secondary School (High School to me.)  Its subjects lead you further into learning 
about our wonderful world and what has happened since its beginning.  Maybe, during these years, 
you will begin to drive or even fall in love a few times, and you will have to decide about further 
education. 

From Secondary School to college or university is a big step.  For many, it means being away from 
home for the first time.  Some say, “Yippee!  Free at last!”  Others suffer from homesickness. 
For your parents, it begins a time of missing you.  They miss the door slamming as you rush in from 
school, throw your books on the table and attack the refrigerator.  They miss your chatter, your 
presence at the table and maybe even miss some sleep thinking about you. 

At university, what you learn is your own responsibility more than ever before.  The professors 
present the material and opportunities and stand by to help if needed.  But they do not police     
your studies. 

The best lesson you can ever learn is that God is always with you.  The psalmist tells you about it  
in Psalm 139 saying, “Thou hast beset me behind and before.”  That means he is all around you, 
behind you and even ahead of you.  So, take him with you in your heart, ask him to direct your 
days, and have a wonderful year! 
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M e d i a  &  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  -  m a r i l e e  a s h e r  

In September, your Media &Communications Committee will “start anew” after a summer recess 
to continue to improve communications within our Church Family and beyond.   

The spring distribution of the 2011 church directory has provided new faces, church information 
and an updated member contact list.  If you did not receive a copy, please contact the church 
office.   

This fall, we will be continuing with plans to upgrade the microphones and sound system in the 
sanctuary.  Thanks to a generous donation and some difficult re-wiring by the Property 
Committee, a new flat-screen monitor has been installed in the Nursery, so that visiting parents 
and nursery staff can view the Sunday service.   

Our new “technology room” with four web-accessible computers will soon be available for both 
youth and church-wide use.   

Future plans include the release of an updated church brochure and ongoing work to improve 
our church website. 

As always, suggestions or comments are appreciated. 

Marilee Asher-Chair 
Sam Matsuo 
Mark Whalls 
Stan Wharram 

JANUARY – JULY, 2011 

BIRTHDAY (80+)  = 66 

FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF A DEATH  =  6 

GET WELL  =  16 

GRADUATION  =  2 

NEW BABY  =  3 

SYMPATHY  =  26 

THINKING OF YOU/ENCOURAGEMENT  =  19 

VISITOR TO OUR CHURCH  =  12 

WEDDING  =  1 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY (50+)  =  9 

TOTAL  =  160 

****************************************************************************** 
PLEASE NOTE:  I SEND SPECIAL GREETING CARDS ANNUALLY:  BIRTHDAY (80+)  and  WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARY (50+).  I DO NOT WISH TO MISS ANYONE.  PLEASE SEND ME YOUR INFORMATION 
FOR THESE SPECIAL OCCASIONS.  
****************************************************************************** 

Thank you. 
Judythe Cornell, 519-354-4465 

G r e e t i n g  c a r d  r e p o r t  -  j u d y t h e  c o r n e l l ,  c o n v e n o r  
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M i s s i o n  &  o u t r e a c h  -  e r i c  w a d d i l o v e  

The committee would first of all like to thank each and everyone of you for the support you have 

given to the Church's Outreach Programs.  Our congregation consists of a very caring group of 

people, and because you give so generously of your time and treasures, people in communities 

both near and far have hope. 

We extend our sympathy to Bruce Fraser on the death of his wife Betty, a wonderful woman 
who was truly dedicated to helping those less fortunate.  We would like to thank Bruce for his 
and Betty's commitment to Outreach over many years, both here at St. Andrews and Park 
Street United Churches.  We wish him the peace and strength of God's grace and love as he 
copes with his great loss and want him to know that we will be there for him whenever he needs 
us. 

Your Outreach donations in action: 

The Canadian Foodgrains project realized $1,024.55, for which we thank you. 

June 17 "Support the Troops" concert raised a total of $1,430.00; it  was a very enjoyable 

event. 

Our Kenesserie fundraising raised a total of  $625.00.  

We sponsored one child for summer camp; the remaining money will be given to the Camp 

to assist with next year's costs. 

The Mental Health Network received $250.00, and many items on their 'wish list' were also 

donated.  Thank you! 

After the fire at Chatham Outreach for Hunger, we donated $450.00 to assist in recovery. 

AME Campbell Church received $150.00 to help them with their summer lunch program. 

Outreach for Hunger now has a new home and hopes to be open soon.  Requests for food 
voucher assistance really spiked during this time and resulted in a large outflow of funds. There 
is a separate announcement in this copy of "Chatter" regarding the Benevolent Fund. 

Current economic times have increased the number of people needing assistance, and we 
thank you for all you do and look forward to our ongoing efforts to bring help to those in need.  
We were reminded, by a woman who works for the Chatham-Kent United Way, who 
commented:  "You walk the talk!" 

With God's help and the generosity of our congregation, we will continue to serve. 

Eric Waddilove, Co-Chair 

--"It's not so much that we're afraid of change or so in love with the old ways, but it's 
that place in between that we fear... It's like being between trapezes.  It's Linus when 
his blanket is in the dryer.  There's nothing to hold on to."  

(This is a really good point about change. I think it beautifully and humorously illustrates where our 
challenge truly lies,   i.e., at the crossroads of change.  It also captures and isolates the exact moment 
at which we take that first leap of faith in ourselves so we can get to the other side of the transition.) 

--The greatest revolution in our generation is that of human beings, who by changing 
the inner attitudes of their minds, can change the outer aspects of their lives. 

~Marilyn Ferguson 
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B e n e v o l e n t  f u n d  -  r o y  c o r n e l l  

The Benevolent Fund began in January 2007, after Executive 
Council's approval. 

Over $7,000.00 was brought over from the former Park Street 
United Church to start this fund. 

It has operated for four and a half years, serving clients each month, except July and August, on 
Tuesdays and Fridays from 10:00 am to 12:00 noon. 

During this time, 4,210 food vouchers have been issued, as well as assistance with lodging, 
transportation and bill payments. 

The past two years has seen a great increase in the number of clients served, as a result of the 
economic climate and, in the past few months, due to the fire at the local food bank. 

The congregation of St. Andrew's United Church has been very supportive of this Fund as well as 
the Mission & Service Fund, outreach projects, church support and fundraising events. 

We feel that we cannot continue to serve our clients as we have in the past. 

Beginning on October 4, 2011, we will only be open on Tuesdays from 10:00 am to 12 noon until we 
have issued 50 food vouchers monthly. 

We thank you for your continued strong support of this need in our community. 

Benevolent Directors: 
Roy Cornell 
Bruce Fraser 
Eric Waddilove 

Vision Statement: 
St. Andrew’s United Church seeks to nurture: 
a family atmosphere of inclusion and acceptance, 
a stronger presence in the local community, 
a growing small group ministry, 
a stronger outreach ministry in the community and the world. 

 Mission Statement: 
 St. Andrew’s United Church 
  is a family that celebrates  
 God’s presence through  
 people, worship, music and 
 outreach. 

Values Statement: 
St. Andrew’s United Church values: 
people, 
family atmosphere, 
relationships with others, 
varied worship and music ministry. 
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S t .  A n d r e w ' s  m e n ' s  c l u b  -  m i k e  h i l d e b r a n d  

The men‟s club has continued its support of the church‟s fundraising efforts over the past year 
through various events, including:  the pancake supper in February, selling of popcorn and 
chocolate bars, and hosting barbeque lunches.  The club has provided funding to groups 
internal to St Andrew‟s, as well as several external agencies.  

Events that are coming up over the next few months include: 

August 28 – Men‟s club to host a barbeque in the Memorial garden following worship – free
-will offering accepted 
September 11 – Men‟s Club breakfast – A local pharmacist will be giving a talk following the 
breakfast 
September 11 – Walk a Mile in Her Shoes – several men‟s club members will be donning 
red high-heeled shoes and participating in this event to raise awareness and funds for the 
Chatham-Kent Women‟s Centre with the goal of reducing and eliminating violence against 
women. 
At one of the fall breakfast meetings, the Men‟s Club will be hosting David Janzen, who is  
a reservist with Christian Peacekeeping Teams (CPT) who will be speaking about his 
experiences as a peacekeeper in Hebron.  The date is yet to be determined with details to 
follow.  
October 2 – Men‟s Club breakfast at 8am  
November 6 – Men‟s Club breakfast at 8am  

I would like to extend my gratitude to all of the men in club that have donated many hours of 
their time, making the club a success. 

A pair of red heels: $50. A package of band-aids: $5. Watching your male co-workers, friends, or 
church family members marching in downtown Chatham in beautiful red high heel shoes: 

PRICELESS! 
  
The St Andrew's United Church Men's Club is participating in the Walk 
a Mile In Her Shoes event, sponsored locally by the Chatham-Kent 
Women's Centre.  This event is to raise awareness and funds toward 
the goal of eliminating violence against women.  The event will be held 
on September 11 starting at 12:30 pm at the Chatham Civic Centre, 
315 King Street West.  Several Men's Club members will be 
participating in the walk.  Please see either Gary Rieger or Mike 
Hildebrand for details.  Please feel free to join us for the walk or support 
us through pledges.  Thank you.  

My love colours outside the lines, 
Exploring paths that few could ever find; 

and takes me into places where Iõve never been before, 
and opens doors, to worlds outside the lines. 

Reproduced with permission. 
www.commoncup.com 
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P r o p e r t y  -  j i m  g l a s s f o r d  

First and foremost, I would like to thank all members and adherents for your continued support 
throughout the year.  Without your help and support we would not be able to maintain the church. 

At the writing of this report, we have undertaken two new projects.  There will be four of the smaller 
stained glass windows scraped, primed and painted.  Also planned is storm glazing in order to 
protect the windows from damage or deterioration. 

Secondly the pew backs on the lower level of the sanctuary will be covered, most of which will be 
done by the time you receive this newsletter.  This work will prevent damage to clothing and sticking 
to them in the hot summer months.  Both of these projects are funded through monies managed by 
the Board of Trustees and were approved at the Annual Congregational Meeting held last February. 

We need to be mindful of our budget, and no other large projects will be completed this year.  
However, daily and other maintenance projects will continue to be done.  Small repairs are always 
present and need attention. 

Your continued help and eyes for things to be done are always appreciated, so feel free to come 
forward with your concerns. 

God Bless All, 

Your Property Committee: 

Ed Bell Donna Keech 
Ernie Glassford Len Shortt 
Jim Glassford (Co-Chair) Bill Stephen 
Don Haden (Co-Chair) Ted Takahashi 
Don Howard Al Thain 

F r i e n d s h i p  g r o u p  

St. Andrew's Friendship Group is ready 

for another year of fun and fellowship.  

This is a great way to get to know your 

church family.  The Sunday bulletin 

insert has information for coming 

events.  We try to meet on the third 

Sunday of the month.  All are welcome! 

ñFaith is like electricity. You can't see it, but you can see the light.ò 

As long as there are tests,  
there will be prayer in schools.  
 ~Author Unknown 
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U N I T E D  C H U R C H  W O M E N  -  D o r o t h y  H e e r s m a  

Summer is going very fast.  Fall draws near.  Our programs will be beginning soon. 

Our UCW meetings begin Wednesday, September 14, 2011.  We will meet in Fellowship Hall for a 

pot-luck luncheon at 12:00 noon.  Come and bring a friend and your favourite dish. 

We hope you are also working on projects for our bazaar:  knitting, crocheting, sewing, bead work, 

and of course, canning or anything you feel will sell at the bazaar.  The date for the Frosty Frolics 

Bazaar will be Saturday, November 26, 2011. 

We continue to collect used stamps for the Leprosy Mission.  We prefer stamps to be trimmed, 

leaving no less than 1/4 inch and no more than 1/2 inch paper border.  

Unfortunately, the UCW will no longer be collecting Campbell Soup labels for the School for the 

Deaf in Brantford, Ontario.  .  We thank all those who diligently kept the labels for this project. 

There is no longer a need for saving pop can tabs.  Currently, we are not aware of any agency that 
collects them.  Again, we appreciate your contributions to these projects in the past. 

See you on September 14! 

The bells are ringing, to start school  

Could you be thinking, itõs not cool 

You want freedom, to live your way  

To make each call, from day to day  

The Summer passed, without those books  

Why make a change, you liked the looks  

Please stop and think, reach in your mind  

The choice you make, could be a grind  

You might end up, a lowly chump 

Because you thought, you had the jump  

Can you get by, on what you know? 

Come on, be fair, probably no!  

Look at yourself, and make the call  

You better stay, your life could stall  

Just work it out, make that twelfth grade  

Embrace that Spring, greet your parade.  

(C)2002Roger J. Robicheau  

THE BELLS ARE RINGING  

Page 15 



W o r s h i p  -  g a r y  r i e g e r  

Since the last newsletter worship services have been quite varied and unique. On June 12, the 
congregational worship service and picnic was held at the Thames Grove Conservation Area.  The 
service was conducted wholly by the youth.  Even though it was a bit cooler than normal, everyone 
present enjoyed the service and lunch afterwards.   

At the end of July, a beautiful wedding ceremony was included as part of the worship service.  The 
wedding between Ray Collicutte and Jenny Carreiro was conducted by Rev. Mark Perry.  Several 
members of the congregation went out of their way to help make this wedding a memorable 
occasion for the happy couple.  After the worship service, a free-will offering luncheon was provided 
by the St. Andrew‟s Men‟s club in the memorial garden. 

During July and August, summer worship hours were again set a half hour earlier at 10 am.  The 
worship committee would like to get feedback from the congregation on whether they like having the 
worship service begin earlier.  In September, a questionnaire to that effect will be included in the 
Church bulletin. 

In June, it was with great regret that we accepted Shirley Takahashi‟s resignation from the worship 
committee due to family commitments.  We want to thank Shirley for her many years of dedication to 
the worship committee. 

The members of your worship committee presently include: 
Rev. Johanna VanderSpek Carol Chorneyko Linda Waddilove 
Rev. Mark Perry Kim Sanson Ross Moore 
Conrad Gold Gary Rieger (Chair) Sharon Moore 

In order for the worship committee to function as well as we have over the past several years, we 
need at least 2 to 3 more people to step forward and join our group. If you feel the call to participate, 
please feel free to contact any of the committee members or either minister. The committee meets 
usually on the first Monday of each month at 7:00 pm in the Chapel. 

Up Coming Worship Services: 

September 4 Labour Day Sunday (10:30 am service resumes) 

September 11 Rally Sunday – A  covenant of learning & Noah Skit 
 (Sunday School  classes resume) 

September 25 Intergenerational service with possible Drama. 

October 2 World Wide Communion 

October 9 Thanksgiving Sunday 

October 16 World Food Sunday 

October 23 Anniversary Sunday - 176 Years 

October 30 Memorial Service 

November 6 Remembrance Sunday 

FUNDSCRIP CARDS ARE AVAILABLE MOST SUNDAY'S 

FOLLOWING THE WORSHIP SERVICE.  CHECK THE 

BULLETIN INSERT FOR DATES! 
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Welcome back to Sunday School!  

All Children are invited to join us for a new year of fun and faithful Sunday School classes at 

St. Andrewõs United Church. 

Our fall program begins Sunday, September 11 th .  Hereõs how to register and what to 

expect in the year aheadé 

Pre- Registration  

You can pre-register your children at any time for Sunday School classes by completing the 

attached form and sending it back to the Church office @ standrews1@bellnet.ca  or bring 

the form on Rally Sunday.  

Open House and Registration  -   Sunday, September 11 th  

Following Childrenõs Time, the children will assemble in the Games Room to meet their 

teachers and have a brief time in their classroom. Please pick up your child in the Gameõs 

Room and register if needed. The following Sunday, classes will begin in the upper hall and 

students should be picked up there following the worship service.  

Classes and Curriculum  

Four levels of Sunday school classes are offered this year  

Infant Nursery (0 -18mths)  

18 months ð 3 years old  

4 ð 6 years old  

7 ð 10 years old  

11 ð 13 years old  

Classes focus on age appropriate fun activities based on Bible stories and lessons.  

Stay tuned for more!  

Christian Formation doesnõt happen in a week, a month or a yearé itõs a lifelong process of 

learning and growing in faith. With your help, we hope to provide a safe and fun environment 

for your children to grow in faith and love.  

If you have any questions about our programs or would like to serve as a volunteer, please 
contact John Keech at keech@sympatico.ca.  
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St. Andrew’s United Church 

Sunday School Registration Form 

 

Student's Name:  _____________________________________   Age: ____________ 

Parent(s)/Guardian:  ____________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________ 

Email: Parent's _________________________________________ 

 Student's ________________________________________ 

Phone:  _______________________________        Birth date:  __________________ 

Special Interest & Activities:   ___________________________________________ 

Allergies/Health Concerns:   ___________________________________________ 

Name of Siblings and Age:  

1.  ____________________________ 3.  ___________________________________ 

2.  ____________________________ 4.  ___________________________________ 

Please check below, if able to assist with this  ministry: 

Volunteer to be a Sunday School Teacher as part of a team-teaching set-up.   

Volunteer to be on the Sunday School Teacher Supply List. 

Other  _____________________________________________________________ 

**Please note: all volunteers for Sunday School are required to obtain a current Police background check. 

I give permission for the above named student to attend/participate in Sunday School.   

__________________________         _______________________________________ 

Date       Parent/Guardian 

 

MEDIA RELEASE 

I give permission for my child‟s picture to be taken and used for any church-related communications. 

__________________________         _______________________________________ 

Date       Parent/Guardian 


