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A Look Back at the Last 10 Years . . .
Since 2013, Saturdays at 7 has been showcasing local, regional, and
international talent in a variety of styles from classical to jazz and everything
in between. From celtic reels to musical theatre ballads, from AfricanAmerican spirituals to Christmas carols from around the world, the universal
language of music is alive and well inside the walls of the historic sanctuary
of St. Andrew’s.
What began on a hot June evening with a single concert has successfully
evolved into a community gem for all of Chatham-Kent. Saturdays at 7 has
presented over fifty concerts, showcased hundreds of performers of all
ages and abilities, and has been supported by over 14,000 patrons from
Chatham-Kent and beyond.
I would like to first thank both past and present members of the Performing
Arts Committee for their support, encouragement, and shared vision for
Saturdays at 7 – an accessible performing arts series for everyone. I would
also like to thank the countless volunteers who put up posters around town,
folded programs, ushered, provided refreshments, ran tech, and so much
more. It takes a village, and I want to thank each person in this community
who had a part in its success.
Lastly, I would like to thank the patrons. From that hot June evening onward,
you have come out to support these concerts and given the encouragement
to continue.
I am proud to announce the tenth anniversary season of Saturdays at 7. Ten
concerts presented in celebration of the best of the last
decade. So grab a pen, and mark your calendars
– this year is going to be epic!

Your Donations make a difference...
We want to take this opportunity to thank you once again for your donations,
as well as your ongoing support over the past 10 years. We are proud of what
we have been able to contribute to the arts community in Chatham-Kent and
look forward to continuing that in the future. When you make a donation at a
Saturdays at 7 concert, you may ask yourself what that money goes towards.
Your Donation:
- Allows us to continue to bring quality musical entertainment to Chatham
- Allows us to bring the Windsor Symphony Orchestra to Chatham
- Supports local artists as we give them opportunities to perform
- Allows us to invest in world-class instruments including our new
Yamaha CFIII concert grand piano and our 1923 Casavant pipe organ
- Allows us to invest in the overall structure of the church sanctuary to
preserve its acoustics for generations to come
- Supports the Choral Scholar Program
- Supports the purchase of new music for all the ensembles
- Supports the new Bel Canto Choir School
- Supports the new Chatham-Kent Chamber Orchestra

If you would like more information about giving to the music program at St.
Andrew’s or would like to make a larger tax-receiptable donation, please
contact Devon Hansen at music@standrewschatham.org or
www.standrewschatham.org/music.
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TALENT IN OUR COMMUNITY
Chatham-Kent runs rich with musical talent, so it seems only fitting for the first
concert of the season to showcase some stellar local talent - tenor style. While
these 3 tenors may not include Pavaroti, local tenors Andrew Derynck, Colin Bell
and Xander Bechard certainly know how to captivate an audience. Featuring solos,
duets and trios of many genres, Chatham’s Three Tenors will be an unforgettable
experience and a great way to begin our tenth anniversary season.
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THE PIPE ORGAN AND THE SILENT FILM ERA
This concert takes a trip back in time to the 1920s during the height of the silent
film era with the presentation of the 1925 silent film “Phantom of the Opera.”
At a time when showings of silent films were almost always accompanied by
live music, it is only fitting that we present tonight’s movie presentation with
live organ accompaniment. Presented on St. Andrew’s historic 3-manual Casavant
organ, we welcome Juno-award-winning organist Ian Sadler to the stage to bring
us back to the 1920s for an evening to remember.

This concert is co-presented with the Chatham branch of the
Royal Canadian College of Organists.
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JOHN McCRAE AND WARTIME MUSIC
Music during the war was utilized in various ways. Be it signifying one’s culture,
and bringing a little piece of their heritage with them, methods of coping due to
the trauma and stress brought on by war, encouragement, or simply to tell their
message to the world. In Flanders Fields will take us back to music during the
Wartime Eras, as we come to the 150th anniversary of the birth of John McCrae,
a Canadian soldier, surgeon and poet famous for “In Flanders Fields”.
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THE SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS IN CHATHAM-KENT
If you had to tell someone why Christmas was important to you, what would
you say? What stories or songs of the season bring back happy memories for
you? Why do they never seem to grow old? This concert will feature not only
the chancel choir and chamber orchestra, but will also highlight the Bel Canto
Children’s Choirs as well as many other performers from the community. From
“Twas the Night” to the “12 Days of Christmas”, this concert will feature some of
the most cherished carols from our past and new renditions from today.
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THE BEST OF THE PIANO AND ORGAN
We couldn’t put together a tenth anniversary season without another duel
of the instruments! Starting back in 2015, Dueling Keyboards has been an
audience favourite in Chatham-Kent and this special anniversary edition will be
no exception. As we start the centennial celebration of St. Andrew’s magnificent
Casavant organ, it is only fitting we match its grandeur with our new concert
grand piano.
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BLACK COMPOSERS AND THE CIVIL RIGHTS ERA
Each year, the month of February is devoted to not only the celebrations, but the
reminders of historic events in Canadian Black History. This concert will feature
some of the musical works of famous Black Composers throughout history,
and music specifically targeting the civil rights era. It is important to not only
understand our history, but how it directly impacts the lives around us.
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THE CELTIC ROOTS OF ST. ANDREW’S
Originating from the British Isles, celtic music has been a prominent genre in
Western Europe that quickly spread around the world. Celtic music has been
an integral part of music at St. Andrew’s since its founding as a Presbyterian
church in 1834. Some familiar celtic tunes have been adapted to hymns such as
Be Thou My Vision and All Things Bright and Beautiful, to on-screen favourites
such as Danny Boy. Featuring St. Andrew’s music ministry as well as members
of the community, this concert will include a variety of works showcasing our
celtic roots.
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100 YEARS OF ST. ANDREW’S ORGAN
While not the original pipe organ, St. Andrew’s 3-manual Casavant organ has
been filling the sanctuary with harmonious sounds for the past 100 years. A
rich history of organ music has been a large part of why St. Andrew’s is known
for excellence in music. Built by Casavant Freres out of Quebec, this world-class
instrument is the largest organ this side of London. To celebrate this centennial
celebration, we will be bringing in a concert organist to showcase the instruments
full potential. Stay tuned for more details on this centennial celebration!
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THE NEXT GENERATION OF SINGERS
The Bel Canto Choir School was established in 2021 to help young singers develop
their natural talent in a safe environment. Composed of both a Junior and Senior
choir, BCCS sing a variety of material in all genres. This concert aims to highlight
young choristers near and far as we host an augural Children’s Choral Festival.
Children are the future and we are excited to showcase the next generation of
singers.
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10 YEARS OF SATURDAYS AT 7
As we reach the close to a season of many celebrations, it only felt right
to end celebrating accomplishments of the past 10 years. Featuring the
full force of St. Andrew’s music program along with many surprise guests
from concerts of the past, this will be an evening of music to remember.
Come help us celebrate 10 years of Saturdays at 7 and help us usher in another
decade of concerts in Chatham-Kent.

CELEBRATING THE
RETURN OF THE WSO
On top of our Saturdays at 7 concert series, we have also hosted the Windsor
Symphony Orchestra at St. Andrew’s since 2015. After a two year COVID
hiatus, we are excited to announce that the WSO will once again be returning
to St. Andrew’s. This will be the sixth year that the orchestra has presented
concerts at St. Andrew’s and we acknowledge that these concerts would not
be possible without the support of the local community.

TICKETS
Tickets for the Windsor Symphony Orchestra concerts at St. Andrew’s are
available exclusively at the church office (85 William Street South).

Adult: $35.00 ($30.00 in advance)

Student: FREE

MUSICAL PICTURES

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 25, 2022
Georg Phillipp Telemann was likely the most prolific composer of his time.
He and Johann Sebastian Bach were contemporaries and friends. In fact,
Telemann was the godfather to one of Bach’s many children! Telemann’s
Alster Echo Overture refers to a lake outside of Hamburg where Telemann
lived and worked. This piece is a great early example of programmatic music
that will paint a picture lakeside for all to enjoy. Also on the program is Bach’s
famous Ricercare a 6, more commonly known as Bach’s Musical Offering is
an example of genius at work. This particular work combines six independent
voices into one cohesive whole.

SERENADING STRINGS
FRIDAY APRIL 14, 2023

Tchaikovsky’s Serenade for Strings is a hyper-romantic work that speaks to his
love of the music of Mozart. Using his own distinct language, Tchaikovsky’s
music will fill the hall with achingly beautiful melodies. Andrew Balfour’s Pyotr
Dream was inspired by another Tchaikovsky work, “Hymn of the Cherubim.”
Balfour is an innovative Cree composer, conductor, singer, and sound designer
known for fusing Classical music traditions with Indigenous texts and themes.

St. Andrew’s United Church
85 William Street South
Chatham, ON
www.standrewschatham.org/music

